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Naear Sol:

I should have vritten hefore now, but my storrch heaves whenover T
hegin to think ahout vhat our faculty has done, T'll condense the tale =as
hegt T cans A1l throush the past months, the issue of the Regents' policy
was carefully sidestepped by the fmculty, because it has 2lways been
obvious thet the faculty would split on this, Of course the radical
non-signers realized clearly that the policy wes the paramount issue, and that
the oath was principally if not emelusively objectiomnble because it
constituted an implementation of that pg&icy, but for tactical reasons they
didn't want to clarify this., We hoped, by}&?& rid of the oath without
talking about the policy to avoid just what has now hanpened, Unfortunately
the Regents were also awere of the relative significance of oath and poliey,
end a few houms before the last senate meeting ther suddenly brought over-
whelming pressures (both direct and indirect) to bear on the faculty big-
shots to get a statement of support for the anti-cormunist policv.Accordingly,
several anticommunist resolutions were unexvectedly presented in the serate,
and the most influential members of the faculty rose ons afier anot™er to
urge favorable zctlon as "the only vav to prevent destruction of the university".
I think if the issue had heen thrashed out in debate earlier, we'd have mads
2. more favorahls showing: but the serete thet day wms in nd mood to debate
the policy on its merits (the "siem by Apr. 30 or be fired" ultimtun vms
fresh in many minds) and ovponents were actually shouted dovm on the floor.

It ms one of the ugliest exhibitions of ress hysteria that I've ever seen.

As you know, the Semate has now voted 4 to 1 to sunport the anticommunist
policy., Regent TVeylan (Vearst's attornev) hoiled it as an event of mationsl
importance, 2nd I agree, In effect we have onened the v for similar moves
in every university in this country. The matter v2s summed un with aphoristic
terseness (if not elegernee) by = »philcsopher: the faculty didn't went to

be erannad on by the ragents, so they deecided to0 cran on themselves,

The issue of the oath is still unsettled, and the big-shots who nut
over the policy ars now mobilized for a mock-hattle on it: having given
avey the substance therv ars now apparently willing to fight o the last
non-signer (conspicuouslr =bsent from their ranks) to save the shadow.
However, I fully expsct the regents to reseind the oath or provide the
suggested alternative (2 ststement of their policy on the ek, or anus, of
the new contmact forms). Actually I would now not obiset to sisning the oath,
since there's nothing in it to vhich T can't personally subseribe. I'd have
held off forever if T'd thought that we could thereby defeat the introduction
of a political test into the university, but now that the faculty has
approved of a discrimimatory voliey, T don't really see how they can object
to any method, however silly or ineffective, of implementine it,

For days after the senmate meeting T felt bruiseds: it hnd 2 really
profound effect on me., Tn ths nast I've alwavs been nroud to be an
intellectual because although I realized thmt as a socirl group we had
many obvious weaknesses - we mizht be hopelessly inefficient in the ordimary
affeirs of 1life, thoroughly at variance with the superficial moral tenets of
our society, even often physical cowards - T thought that we did at least



-a

nossess the cavacity to see = basic issue vhen it arose and hi? mrd in such
a situation, This, to me, s the socinl Justific~i on of the 1ntellec?uals

in 2 culture, remely their a2bility to function as muerdizns of its hasic

velues, 2longside of which their neturl erective contributions were seconda ry,
since these contributions onlv had significenee in relation to the whole
structure of ths culture., Tt's mortifying to have been so grossly in error,

and my esprit de classe (or intellsctual snobbery, if you prefer it) is
thoroughly crushed,

Speating 2s an expert on oaths, it seems to me that everything beyond
clause 1 in your state oath is redundant, but I don't find anything basic-
ally objectiomable in it, T enclose my letter from Sproul with cath attacke-
for you to compare, I've marked on the oath the extent of the State (mth,
which the Regents incorporated as clause 1, Please return, as I want it for
a keepsake,

About my own future I'm profoundly undecided and confused, The battle
with the regents is no longer important, and I won't leave for that alone,
This year I've at last assembled nearly all the equipment we need for
research, and in the surmer we are getting the needed space for it upstairs,
as a result of the transfer to mval quarters of Kruegers ONR wet dream,
However, we're atill as far as ever from getting a microbiology curriculum,
and I've come to feel that this e¢an never develop in the existing departmont,
where the sttuation is already tense and will hecoms exnlosive on Mike's roturn.
This means that we can't train students decently., Thes imsdequate training
wouldnt matter i€ we were content to tackle easy things, hut T want nowr to
explore the hard problems, and for this must do the experiments myself if
were to get on. Unfortumately T can see less and less chance for this, I'm
an inefficient worker, and academic dutiss, though certainly not overvhelming
by ordinary standards, toke about 2ll the time T can give to work., To do
any research myself on the hard problems, I'd need one gemester completely
free of teaching t-> roste time »roductively thinking shout things., In view
of all this, the sensible thing to 4o —ould be to leave, but T still can'
bring myself to face it, T hete the thousht of exe’mnging the Zay area for
a mess of cornfields, and in addition T'm werv fond of I'iks, who vould be
completely stranded if I went, In other words, if there's the faintest cmnce
of doing Aanything combtructive at Cal, T wvent to stay, This led me a coupls
of weeks ago to shove in an apslication to the Cancer Soc for a long-term
fellowship, to be spent prinecipally working full time here on our program,
I'd bave to resign from the faculty if thev gave it to me, but at lesst I
could stay for a while with vhat we've got., owever, my avplication can
be disqualified on many grounds an’ ther nro%bly wont =nprove it. The only
altermtive hore would bs drastic concessions from the administration on the
future development of microbiology, with as a mimimum the establishment of
a srell separate Adepartment (we could do wonders with a few good veople).

T hesitate to play this gambit, however, sines it would emtail exposing tho
depattmental confliets and failure would l=ave me without an exit, T e2n
zet pretty vowerful support from such outside people as Barker and Irak,
but of course there would be bitter opposition from Krueger et 21. Before
venturing, T'd like to have one or two impressive offers from slseswhere,
and of courss the Lilly award would be marms from heaven, “ould vou be
willing to make me a good offer, with the understanding that T'd ngs it 2s
a crowbar for gettins microbiology established ot £2l? T2 both these outs
failed, I think T could take the cornfislds, Tt's obvious that you've got
the best department in the country now, and the »rospeet of workine =ith



you 21l would rrke up for a great deal, Traffers mnts to look me over for
Yale and while I'm not interaested in et thoy've cot there T'm plonnine

to go east next month for 2 mutu2l inspeetion and could sion off on ths =y
baek to talk to vou,

Tha ahovs rerarks »rowbhly reflact mv econfusion »retty necurately. Thers
are so rany conflicting issues thot T hoven't hren 2bla to stroipghten it out
for nysslf, and for this reason T hats to do ~nythinz decisive, =21thouzh
decisivs action is obviously called for, Seiencs has taken 2 complete haating
sine2 Yovember, so there's nothine to report on thrt front,

WAl ,



